Palliative care for all? A review of the evidence in community hospitals.
The provision of palliative care in the UK has traditionally focused on people with cancer. People who are elderly, live in rural areas or have diagnoses other than cancer often have difficulty accessing palliative care services. Community hospitals could be important for those groups currently under-served. A literature review was conducted to determine the role played by community hospitals in the provision of palliative care in the U.K. Papers were identified using a keyword search of six electronic databases and hand search of five journals. Fifteen papers were identified according to inclusion and exclusion criteria. Findings indicate that many community hospitals in the UK already have the resources to counter inequalities in access to general palliative care. Much of the evidence uses quantitative methods based on small or non-representative samples and retrospective data collection approaches. Insufficient information about the populations involved meant that findings could not be fully interpreted. More prospective research using qualitative methods involving patients, carers and nurses is required to fully understand the complexities of providing palliative care in this setting.